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Agriculture and Agribusiness 
CRI( :L . I  xxc \ $ - i l l  be the darling of the pol i t i c ia~~s  A during thr nest 1 1  months. 'I'here \vi11 be 

\ . i c s \ \ . i n q  Lvith al.3rm. Iicatinq of tirea.qts. \vhipping o f  
\\.hipliin!: tio).s -and ii \'cry Ixm minimum of 
pointiny \vith I)ridc. 'l'hc situation. politicall>.. is 
difficult or  juic,,.. clcpcnditiq o;i Lvhether o11e takes 
tht. \.ic\\ of thc ins  or the \voulci-be-ins: I n  the 
midst of hiqh I)roqi)c,rit).. the total inconic o f  a11 
i~npomiri t  basic. qrouli is o n  i i  definite clo\vn\\~ard 
trcnd 

111 t h y  l'acc of fallinq p r i cn  and droppinq total 
f,. d i  111 in8:wme. n o t  all is tilack. .\ccorclin(: to 
~ \ 7 0 / / o u ' s  /j//\inf>,\ i. the  per capita income o f  I'arm 
pcrsotis IS risinr; I'astcr than that of' nonfarm per- 
sons. 'l'hat includcd last !-ear. i n  \vhich the 

'l'he rise i n  the cost of 
f a rm land. \Vhirh also con ti:iuect last yrar. testifies 
t o  the, attraction o f  aqricultural  ~ ~ r o i i l  possihilities. 
I t  is 2111 import:nt. rclatcd fact that a larye part of 
thc farm land that cha*?qccl hands a t  these i?icreasing 
pricc.5 \vas addecl to csistiny IBrins t o  incrcasc their 
si;.c.. 

\Vhat is the :siqnilic-ance 01' these cic\~elopments? 
Ho\v d o  the). add L I I )  and \vhat do the), mean rela- 
ti\-<, t o  the solution of the "farm problem"? They 
arc. rclatcd to the fact that axriculture is changing. 
ch;ingine s o  rapidly that rhc status is much differ- 
cnt ftwni the (yenei-al public's picture. An t x -  

rremcly intercstinq concept of the direction of' 
chanqe v;as expressed a few \vceks ago b y  .John H.  
I ) ,  :. '11 is. Mr. L>a\.is i'ormerl), \\.as . h i s t a n t  Secre- 
tary o f  .\yriculture. undrr  Benson. and  no\$. is di- 
rector of' Har\ ,ard Hwines  School's n e \ ~  program of 
agriculture and  tlusinctss. 2rlr. I.la\-is suggvsted the 
\vorcl *'aqribusir!ess." Lvhich he defiries as the sum 
total of a11 operations involved in  the production 
anti distribution o f  food and fiber. This, he con- 
tends. places the farm prohlem into the context of the  
\\-hole U.  S. economy - Lvhere i t  belongs. Pointing 
0111 t ha t  30 years ago aqriculture produced 75 to807, 
of its supplies for production and  bought the rrst 
froin liuriness. he noted that today i t  buys ahout  
half froin Iiusiness. 

12'hilc one pcrson on the farm feeds 18 of our  
citizens, 1 )avis figures that agribusiness accounts 
for 40yc 'of the national work force and  407, of the 
national product. .Already U. S. agriculture is a 
part of business and  industry, bu t  the concept is not 
yet absorbed into public thinking. 

Kecognition of agriculture as a segment of busi- 
ness is visible in the tone of articles in leading 
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busitless ~ n a g a z i ~ ~ e s .  ' I hc  So\.. 16 issue oi' l l c r r i l l  
I,)-nch. Pierce. Fcnner. and Heane's Z n 7 , t ~ t o r ' s  
Krndpt \vas devoted entire]>- to the iarm. \.ct t he  
test \vas hea\-il)- intersperscd \\.ith the names of 
ma-jor industrial companies : food p r o c c s s o ~ ~ ,  
krtilizer and pesticide inanufac tu re~ .~ .  machinery 
c o nil.) a n  ies . a ncl others . 

Dealing \z;ith the problems 01' aqric,ult urc must 
he done Lvithin this frame of reference, not in an 
isolated atmosphere. If such is true. then aqricul- 
ture, too, must look a t  i ts  da)- to day techniques of 
operation as an industrial operation. If i t  is to 
hold i ts  place i t  cannot lie run o n  a rule o f  thun1b 
tjasis. 

From the very recent meeting of the Entomoloqi- 
cal Society of ,America came recoynition ol' the 
trend. Gecrye Ilecker. ESA president. predicted 
that the entomoloqist of the future \vi11 hanr! out 
his sliinqle as a profesi;ional specialist. cliaqnosii~q 
and  prescribing much as the veterinarian docs to- 
day.  H e  predicted further that scientific specialistx 
would be the pesticide dealers of tomorrow. capalde 
o f  giving expert professional advice on t he Inaterials 
they sell. 

Such developments, \ve believe. are nearer in the 
future than i y  genera1l)- thought. 'I'hc)- should be 
pushed. In industrial corporations, the link be- 
tween research and production is Lvithin the com- 
pan)-. In  agriculture. \\.here about 2 million farms 
of a total 5 million produce about 8.5yc of the qross 
sales. the indi\-idual units cannot support their 
otvn research programs. The  US1l.A carries o u t  
the governmental function of Lvork that would not 
otherwise be done----broad. fund.amen tal research. 
Industries also d o  research in their specific areas. 
But the bridg-e from laboratory to farm needs more 
attention, although both government and industry 
Lvork at  i t .  Specialists in agricultural science a re  
needed in direct connection Lvith the farms. They 
may he members of the farm cre\v. consultants, o r  
advisers: bu t  the farmer needs them for best use of 
today's highly developed science. 

If agriculture is to hold its place in the "agri- 
business" picture most effectively, farming must 
be guided by technical specialists. 
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